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Executive Summary

The number of schools adopting an International
Baccalaureate (IB) program has been increasing

by 15 percent on average across the world each year
for the past 15 years. In September 2007 there were
more than 2,121 schools offering IB programs in
126 countries, and almost half of these schools were
in North America. The attraction is now, more than
ever, the need for a program that educates for a bet-
ter world. National perspectives are still very impor-
tant, but the interdependence of the world in tech-
nology, economics, ecology and natural resources,
and politics is such that a national perspective must
be complemented with an international perspective. 

IB programs encourage international-minded-
ness, which is defined as an openness to, and curios-
ity about, the world and people of other cultures and
a striving towards a profound level of understanding
of the complexity and diversity of human interac-
tions. An awareness of the interdependence of
nations is also an important element of internation-
al-mindedness. 

The attributes of the IB learner profile express the
values inherent in the IB continuum of international
education. These are values that should infuse all
elements of the IB programs and, therefore, the cul-
ture and ethos of all IB World Schools. The learner
profile provides a long-term vision of education. It
is a set of ideals that can inspire, motivate, and focus
the work of schools and teachers, uniting them in a
common purpose.

The IB describes 10 attributes of international-
mindedness in the learner profile, whereby IB learn-
ers are inquirers, knowledgeable, thinkers, commu-
nicators, principled, open-minded, risk-takers, bal-
anced, caring, and reflective. The attributes and
descriptors of the learner profile define the type of
learner the IB hopes to develop through its pro-
grams, which represent a continuum of internation-
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al education from three to 19 years of age.
IB programs promote the education of the whole

person, emphasizing intellectual, personal, emo-
tional, and social growth through all domains of
knowledge. By focusing on the dynamic combina-
tion of knowledge, skills, and attitudes, IB pro-
grams aim to promote responsible citizenship—at
the local, national, and global levels—through
independent critical and creative thought and inter-
national-mindedness. 

The IB provides programs for the future and pro-
motes international-mindedness, but not at the
expense of a thorough knowledge of one’s own cul-
ture, which then serves as a reference point for
appreciating others. The IB learner profile encapsu-
lates, in summary, what IB education aims to achieve,
and it is an education for life.
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