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Executive Summary
Seattle Public Schools opened its first interna-

tional school, John Stanford International School,
in 2000. The public school is a K-5 bilingual par-
tial immersion school that incorporates the three
major components of international education:
world languages, global perspective, and academic
excellence. At John Stanford, students learn math,
science, culture and literacy in either Japanese or
Spanish for half of the day. During the other half
of the day, they learn reading, writing, and social
studies in English. 

In this interview with PDK, Karen Kodama, the
international education administrator in Seattle
Public Schools, discusses the program at John
Stanford, where she was the founding principal, as
well as the district’s current initiative to expand
international education. She is working to create
three international education pathways from
kindergarten through 12th grade in three different
geographical areas of the city. The district’s goal is
to increase access, equity, and diversity in interna-
tional education.

Ms. Kodama talks about how she has involved
parents and the business community in the initia-
tive to expand international education, seeking
their input and responding to their needs. When
she was preparing to open John Stanford Inter-
national School, Ms. Kodama spoke to many com-
munity groups about the project. She sent a survey
written in 10 of the major languages to a random
sampling of 5,000 parents within the district. She
also formed committees made up of parents and
representatives of the business and higher educa-
tion communities to look at various aspects of the
new school, such as the building, curriculum, mar-
keting, and public relations.
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The business community has provided feedback
on what languages and other abilities it needs in
employees, such as technology and cross-cultural
communicational skills and knowledge of geogra-
phy. The business community also said employees
need to be able to think creatively and apply what
they have learned to new situations.

Finding funding for the international education
initiative is another challenge she has faced. She
raised $35,000 at an international business break-
fast held before John Stanford opened and used
that money to buy 35 computers for the school.
Funding to expand international education will
largely come from external sources, such as feder-
al grants, state grants, and foundations.

In the interview, Ms. Kodama also discusses
how to prepare future and current teachers to
incorporate an international perspective into their
classrooms. Although not every school can offer
world languages, she believes that all schools can
add a global perspective to content areas.
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